— — r 
— 


— 


e 


TIE 


x, 
N 


* 
— Wy — 


As 
vy” * » 1 


— 4 — — - — — 0 : 
— — BE, r _ . " — 2 
een Bac ws <> N 3 * 3 4 N 
* N P20 SE 1 7 4 3 z % * ö + 2 27 4 *, 4 ++ i a4 4 * 4 
N. W . 7 * 4 1 1 3 
© « N 0 ' 1 wa , 7 . * W " 
7» - — W 4 * . 1 
7 A „ 
1 . * en 
a Be k : 
* * „ 
23 v 
1 ** / 
f 
, 
Fa * 
4 
' 
7 
CA 
* 
1 
— 
"7 
* ** % 
* 
4 * 7 
3 % — 
* * 
L * ” i * 
22 = - — . * 
* » 
OY <—_—_ 
" * ” , : 
* - 
8 * 
25 a 
„ ; 
"= * 
N # . a 
P N 5 
0g] , ; i 
- 1 
- - 
* * > P% 
7 
— by * y 
* Rs 
by 1 
3 
0 2 
* mw 
2 2 * 
” $46 
— => 
- * 
. +2 
* ; 7 — 
| 3.5. 
UW | 
P SY * „ 
1 P an] 
oy Oo 
« , 
0} 
— 
= * F N 
. * * 
1 — % % 1 
” * F 
- £ 1 
* * ö 
* * * yo 
q n - 3 1 
- * 5 * 
N 10 : 1 . N 
J : 3310 
N 
F * * 9 
i 0 * 
5 - l ) 
» * 23 
7 * 
* 
CY 
* 
. 
* * 
E - * 
„ 
| | | 
* 
* 
F » 
. 
oy 
* 
* 
0 8 
8 ' a + 4 
* * 
* 7 bo 
1 * 
"YR : 
* 3 br 
< * 
* : . — 1 * 2 
PERS - 1 1 — 
2 &, a8 2 N ** 4 wy 


x5 


Billers Mayor. 


Tueſday the th Day of February, 1733. 
and * * 5 Rane} Year of # 4 Neis 


of King GO RGE the Second, of 


Great Britain, &c. 


T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be 
given to the Reverend Mr. Moody for his Sermon 


| ſeveral Companies of this City, on Wedneſday laſt, 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, being the An- 
niverſary Faſt for the l of King Charles 


the Firſt, and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 


preached before this Court, and the Liveries of the 


JacxsoN, 


SERMON | 


| = PREACH'D before 
The Right Honourable the 


JLORD- MAYOR, 


TE 


ALDER M MIX 


AND 


| | Citizens of LONDON, 


A-T EI 8 


YE Cathedral Church of St. Paul 


On WEDNESDAY, Jan. 30. 1733. 


Y cing the Anniverſary FAST for the Martyrdom 
of King CHARLEs the ann 
1 


By SAMUEL MOODY, M. A. 
Rector of Dudingburſt in Eſſex, and Chaplain to 
1 3 the Right Honourable the LoxD-Mar or, 


— 


LONDON: 


printed for J. RoBERTs, near the Oæford- Arms 
in Warwick-Lane. M pcc xxxiv. 
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To the Right Honourable 
Sir William Billers, Knt. 
LORD MWAYOR. 


My Lon, 


au well aſſured, that your Lord- 
ap ſhip does utterly deteſt and ab- 


9 7855 ' 
hr that execrable Fact, which 


2 


ll 


poſſibly with ſome warmth and 

Ty earneſtneſs I have purſued, and 
aggravated. Indeed my zeal and juſt indig- 
nation have even conſumed ine, becauſe 
ſuch enemies have forgotten and diſregard- 
A 3 | ed 


— — 


O_o A 7 7 42 rr - mr e 


"DEDICATION 


ed not only the peculiar Law of God, but 
the common Law of Nations. Herein I 
| have uſed great plainneſs of Speech, even 
| {ach as I delivered for the moſt part many 
years ago (in a due conformity to the ſer- 
vice of the day) to a ſmall Congregation. 
For with much concern I find this great 
day of Humiliation and Atonement very dit- 
terently treated : Some over-rating the Mar- 
tyr's blood, and almoſt ſuperſtitiouſly ado- 
ring the- day, yet, in the interim, utterly 
ſuppreſſing, if not calumniating, the happy 
privilege we enjoy under a truly Proteſtant 
King; others cautiouſly ayoidmg/any men- 
tion of the Martyrdom, (I will not aver) as 
being tainted with the old leaven of hypocri- 


—— — „ 


| ſy, or infected with republican principles. 
| I have endeavoured to ſteer a middle courſe 
{ between theſe two dangerous extremes, by 


maintaining the due prerogative of the 

[ Crown, and aſſerting the juſt rights and 

| privileges of the People. This plain deal- 

| ing cannot be unacceptable to your Lordſhip, | 
who are no leſs remarkable for Sincerity, | 

! than Politeneſs. | 


i But 


—"DEDYcCATROR 


2 


But further; This diſcourſe, as calcula- 
ted for preſerving a due balance of power, 
will, I preſume, be favourably accepted by 
you, and your worthy Brethren, who are no 
leſs ſtrenuous aſſerters of the Royal Autho- 
rity, than zealous defenders of the common 
Liberties. To proclaim and commend your 
ſteady attachment to the happy Succeſſion 
in the Hanover Line, as ſettled by the wiſe 
contrivance of a Proteſtant King of ever glo- 
nous Memory; and, in particular, to his 
| preſent Majeſty, whoſe intereſt you earneſt- 
| ly eſpouſe, and whole worthy Vicegerent 
you are in this great City, would be to in- 
culcate that, which all do readily acknow- 
ledge, and very many entertain with a plea- 
ſing tranſport. But I forbear; and with- 
| draw, tho' unwillingly, from enlarging on 
| your religious, ſocial, and domeſtical Vir- 
tues, leaving your own works to praiſe you in 
the gates, in the ſeveral Courts of Judica- 
ture. 


That an ample Increaſe of temporal, ſpi- 
| ritual, and eternal bleſſings may be convey- 
| 0 : cd 
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DEDICATION. 


ed to you, and your hopeful Family, from 


the Fountain of all Perfection, is the earneſt 
prayer of, | 


My Lo Rp, 


Your Lordſbip's 70ſt obliged, 


and very humble Servant, 


Samuel Moody. 


PSALM - xxxv. xt, x27 


Falſe witneſſes did riſe up; they laid to my 
charge things that TI barew not. 


They rewarded me evil for good, to the ſpoil- 
ing (or depriving) of my ſoul. 


A HIS day is appointed by public Au- 
Ty thority yearly to be uſed, as a ſolemn 
day of Prayer and Faſting; wherein 
n we lament the unſpeakable Loſs which 
ä I; Nation ſuſtained in the untimely 
death of one of the beſt of Princes, in the Martyr- 
dom of bleſſed King Charles the Firſt, and © implore 
ce the Mercy of God, that neither the guilt of that 
e ſacred and innocent blood, nor thoſe other fins, 
by which God was provoked to deliver up both 
« us, and our King, into the hands of cruel and 
c unreaſonable men, may at any time hereafter be 
ce viſited upon us, or our poſterity.” A day this, 
which repreſents in too lively a manner all the 
mournful accents of the deepeſt tragedy; ſuch, as 
tho' no former age can parallel, yet is far outdone 
by the more exceeding bitter paſſion and ignomini- 
ous death of our crucified Saviour; and ſuch, we 
hope, as poſtetity will never preſume to draw into 
a precedent, | 
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| 2 A Sermon preached before the 


For here no ordinary blood was ſpilt; no uſurper 
dethroned; no ryrant reſtrained ; no private aſſaſſi- 
nation uſed ; but the Royal Vein was unmercifull 

cut aſunder, and quite exhauſted ; a moſt rightful 
| Prince cruelly murthered, and his legitimate Iſſue 
9 compelled to ſeek refuge in worſe than deſolate pla- 
| ces; a mild and merciful Governor too often van- 
quiſh'd in unnatural wars, and finally diſpoſſeſs'd of 
his earthly kingdom and inheritance. Neither was 
this violence actcd in a corner; but more highly to 
aggravate the heinouſneſs of the fact, in the public 
view of the nation by his own ſubjects, at once to 
extol their own bold enterprize, and to inſult moſt 
i conſpicuouſly over the tame, ſubmiſſive ſtupidity of 
i (otherwiſe) a brave and couragious people. But I 
; forbear to anticipate further this melancholy proſpect. 

In proſecution therefore of the words now deli- 
vered for your meditation, I purpoſe, by Divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, to conſider theſe particulars, 


I., The Pate of falſe witneſſes, more eſpe- 
cially with regard to our Royal Martyr ; They laid to 
bis charge things that he knew not. 


2dly, The Integrity of his Heart, and the de- 
monſtrable proof of his actions. 
34ly, The baſe uncharitableneſs of theſe falſe Ac- | 
cuſers, and to what an aſtoniſhing degree of wicked- | 
neſs they arrived. They rewarded him evil for good, 
to the ſpoiling, or depriving him of his ſoul, and life. 
Laſtly, 1 ſhall urge, by many motives, our in- 
cumbent duty with reſpect to theſe premiſes. 


1/7 then, I ſhall conſider the deſcription of falſe 
witneſſes, more eſpecially with regard to our Royal 


Martyr 
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Martyr; They laid to his charge things that he knew 
not. 

As Doeg the Edomite did with reference to David, 
and to Abimelech the Prieſt, Now a true witneſs, 
ſaith the wiſe man, Prov. xiv. 25. delivereth ſouls ; 
but a deceitful witneſs ſpeaketh lies. For, either out of 
malice, or intereſt, or prejudice, he perverteth the 
ways of judgment; and therefore a man that bear- 
eth falſe witneſs againſt his neighbour, is fitly com- 
pared to the heavy and violent ſtroke of the mallet, 
to the cruel piercings of a ſword, and to the ſharp- 
neſs of an arrow. No rebukes of conſcience deter 
him from ſuch unjuſt proceedings. The innocency 
of the perſon ſerves only to heighten his paſſion, 
and increaſe the guilt. He continually deviſes miſ- 
chief; firſt, by cauſeleſs fears he raiſes an evil report; 
then, by falſe ſuggeſtions he ſtudies to ruin the re- 
putation of his neighbour; and finally, by injurious 
practices, by ſecret treachery, or open violence, he 
deſpoils him of his Life. Such a perverſe ſpirit 
domineers in too many, as inclines them to 
take an unaccountable pleaſure in diſturbing the 
quiet repoſe of their fellow- creatures; they care 
not what they utter, if they can compaſs their per- 
nicious deſigns. No conſideration is had to the 
averment of truth, but only to the inveterate ma- 
lice of the crime objected; for their utmoſt drift is 
exerted in wounding very ſeverely the hated, tho 
innocent perſon; hoping by this treacherous deal- 
ing, and his unhappy fall, to raiſe themſelves into 
his exalted ſtation, yet not in the leaſt meriting his 
deſerved credit and honour. Let others, who are 


endued with an upright integrity of heart, with a 
B 2 Chriſtian 


4 A Sermon preached before the 


Chriſtian and generous ſoul, endanger their own 
ſafery to procure redemption for others ; our fal/e 
xc:zneſſes will pour out extravagant lies and forgeries 
to bring the righteous into trouble, or indeed, to 
eaſe him of all pains and afffictions by a forfeiture 
of his life, Nabeth pleaded hard for the ſecurity of 
his vineyard, that 'twas /e inberitance of his fathers ; 
but ambition acknowledges no juſt principles, no 
rightful poſſeſſion; after the mock ſolemnity of a 
Faſt, (as if an atonement were to be made for ſome 
great wickedneſs) /wo men, ſons of Behal, as they 
are called 1 Kings xxi. 10. mult be ſer before him, 

who muſt bear witneſs, ſaying, Thou didft blaſphemc 
God, and the King; imputing to him ſuch outragious 
crimes as he never committed: yet the deſign was 
carried; Naboth was ſtoned, tho' the chief actors 
were miſerably diſappointed of a ſafe and peaceable 
enjoyment of the vineyard thus violently taken 
away. 

Longer indeed by the permiſſion of Almighty 
God, who is ever juſt and righteous in all his ways, 
did our falſe witneſſes obtain this goodly land for their 
treacherous Maſters. 'They inceſlantly laid to the 
charge of our Royal Martyr ſuch things as he knew 
not. The introducing of Popery, and arbitrary 
Government were ſtrongly alledged, but weakly 
maintained. For what conſiderate and unprejudiced 
perſon cou'd juſtly entertain a belief of thoſe loud 
clamours and vile aſperſions ; who diligently peru- 
ſed that excellent law enacted for preventing and hin- 
dering the education of his children in the popiſh 
religion? How many evident declarations were ſet 


forth by his order againſt the errors and corruptions 
of 


1 Lord-Mayor, J an. 30. 1733. 
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of Rome? What repeated proteſtations did he make 
to convince any reaſonable mind of his utter abhor- 
rence of Popiſh tenets? How conſtantly did he per- 
ſevere, even unto death, in the eſtabliſh'd Communi- 
on of the church of Eng/and? How earneftly did he 
deſire to govern according to the ſettled Standard, 
to invade no man's liberty or property, but to regard 
the welfare of his people as his own? He doubted 


not but his Subjects wou'd at laſt be fully informed, 


* That thoſe are the beſt preſervers of their true liberty, 


who allow themſelves the leaſt Iicentiouſneſs againſt, or 


beyond the laws. What if ſome ſlight inconvenien- 
cies did ariſe thro' any miſmanagement then carried 
on, yet ſure the free and open atteſtation of his 
Judges, and other proper Counſellors, and the very 
great difficulties and diſtreſſes in which he was invol- 
ved, might be a ſufficient barrier againſt any per- 
verſe interpretations: eſpecially conſidering further, 
that not even his moſt enraged enemies cou'd ever 
prove perverſity againſt him; or that he willingly 
acted to accompliſh the deſtruction of his Subjects. 
No certainly; his great and mature underſtanding 
might inform them better, and his exemplary lite 
did manifeſtly diſplay the enormous injuſtice of bis 
falſe accuſers. | 


I propoſe now, in the ſecond place, to declare 
the integrity of our martyr'd Sovereign, and the de- 
monſtrable proof of his actions. 

He conſidered himſelf as God's vicegerent, appointed 
by his peculiar providence to govern with juſtice and 
equity, to conſult the quiet and happineſs of his people 

® EIKNN BASIAIKH. p. 133. 
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6 A Sermon preach d before the 


chat no encroachment might be made on the received 
principles .of our holy Religion, to. which he ever 
paid a becoming deference. He lived a conſtant Pa- 
tron of, and died an unexceptionable Martyr for the 
true Proteſtant Faith. This is not only aſcertained 
to us from the profeſt integrity of his own regular 
behaviour, but from ſeveral tranſactions of his decla- 
red enemies. His firm reſolution to maintain by his 
Royal authority the doctrine and diſcipline of the 
Church of England was his greateſt Crime; and his 
ready compliance for the introducing of Popery 
wou'd, as far as human reaſoning cou'd ſuggeſt, have 
at once ſecured the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of his life 
and crown. But this proſpect was by no means a- 
greeable to his avowed: Sentiments, and repeated 
Promiſes. He preferred a Spiritual to a Temporal 
intereſt, and the immortal crown of glory. before the 
fading ſplendor of an earthly diadem. Next with 
reference to our civil rights; ſurely the Holy Spirit 
of God influenced all his Actions, which, generally 
ſpeaking, were conſonant to the moſt equitable laws 
of the land, and to the preſcribed duties of the truly 
Chriſtian Religion. He, who did not gratify his 


private and ſenſual pleaſures to the exhauſting of the 


publick treaſure, but acted moſt couragiouſly for the 
welfare of the nation, and ſuffered very patiently for 
the fins of the people, needed no apologies ( tho' 


many were produced) to declare his Sincerity. 


Sure what Agrippa, and other auditors adjudged 
with reference to Paul's caſe, concerning his beha- 
viour, Acts Xxvi. 31. might undoubtedly be deter- 
mined in regard to King Charles the Firſt of bleſſed 
memory, This man deth nothing worthy of death, cr 


of 


*% Son PISS dF. Y "1 
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of bonds. But hear what the furious multitude deter- 

mine in another place with reſpe& to the ſame A- 

poſtle, Acts xxii. 22. Away with ſuch a fellow from 

the earth: for it is not fit that be fhou'd live. What 

theſe only threatned and wiſht, our cruel witneſſes 
did actually accompliſh, and feverely execute. 


Hence I proceed in the third particular to ſnhew, 
the baſe uncharitableneſs of theſe falfe accuſers, and 
to what an aſtoniſhing degree of wickedneſs they ar- 
rived. They rewarded him evil for good, to the ſpoil- 
ing or depriving him of his foul, and life. 

This adds an unſupportable weight to the vio- 
lence of their Stroke; this ſharpens their poinant 
arrows, and declares the accumulated guilt of his 
adverſaries. They were not foreign enemies, but 

natural born ſubjects; thus the deteſtable charge of 
ingratitude and perjury is exhibited againſt them. 
He very well deſerved to be {tiled the Father of his 
country, the delight of mankind. But the miſchief 
was; his ſweet and affable temper, his kind conde- 
ſcenfion in granting requeſts, ſtill raiſed the preſum- 
tion of ſome to more exorbitant demands; his 
gentle meekneſs kindled and exaſperated their furious 
diſcontent, Had he been more active and vigorous, 
there might have been leſs occaſion for his ſuffering 
and patience. Yet withal, this inflames the reckon- 
ing, that they rewarded evil for good. Peeviſh, and 

_ unreaſonable traitors they, who thought the demand 
and requeſt of a little ſhip-money ſuch a mighty load 
. and ſevere exaction, when ſome of them, to ſup- 

| port an unnatural war, and carry on an inteſtine fire 
in this bloody nation, feared not to exact out of many 
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pariſhes very near one half of the eſtates. Sure 
their hearts were inſenſible and harden'd, and they 
themſelves moſt obſtinately wicked and perverſe, 
who from curfing and ſwearing, from lying and 
perjury, from ſecret ſurmiſes, and public tumults 
and ſeditions, arrived to ſuch a monſtrous height of 
indignity and barbarity, as to bring their rightful 
Sovereign to the bar of his ſubjects; who proceed- 
ed to draw up an heavy charge againſt the King, 
which conſiſted of High treaſon, and other crimes 
and miſdemeanors; but, with his bleſſed Saviour, 
he refuſed to give in any anſwer to ſuch unreaſonable 
objections: many falſe witneſſes were produced to 
bear evidence againſt him ; hereupon God's anoint- 
ed Servant, and our late gracious King Charles the 
Firſt was openly adjudged by ſeventy-two pretend- 
ed judges, (according to the records), as a Tyrant, 
Traitor, Murderer, and public Enemy, and there- 


fore to be put to death by ſevering his head from his 


body. Oh unheard of cruelty! and with regard to 
the place of execution, 'twas reſolved by the Com- 
mittee aſſembled for that bloody purpoſe, That the 
open Street before Whitehall is a fitting place; which 
without delay was executed on the morrow after this 
inſulting decree. Indeed, ſo aſtoniſhing and exe- 
crable was this murder, that one might be almoſt 
tempted to wiſh, that it were buried under the dark 
veil of forgetfulneſs: but the wound is ſo deeply 
engraven, and the characters ſo very legible, that 
we can neither diſſemble our grief, nor ought we to 
be ever ſilent. This day muſt remain diſtinguiſh'd 
in our Calendar to brand ſuch cruel parricides with 
a perpetual note of infamy, and to deter all blood- 

2 | thirſty 
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chirſty men from any ſuch villainous practices. The 
high and deſerved reſpect which we owe to God's 
Vicegerent; the juſt indignation againſt, and aver- 
ſion to thoſe abominable principles which produced 
ſuch monſtrous enormities; and withal, the conſe- 
quent miſeries and deſolations oblige us to utter our 
complaints, to bewail our ſeveral ſins and provoca- 
tions, and to implore God's eſpecial favour and 
bleſſing. Who would have believed that the adver- 
fary ſhould have entred into the gates of Feruſalem ? 

that the breath of our noſtrils, the anointed of the Lord, 
our good King Fojiah, ſhou'd have been raten in 
their fits, and no leſs cruelly than openly ſlain ? 
Yet thus miſerably was the noble Tree cut down, 
the Branches lopt off, the Leaves forcibly driven 
away with a ſtormy tempeſt, and the lovely and 
deſirable Fruit pluck'd off, and conſumed; no 
more cou'd the people truſt under its ſhadow, or be 
defended from the ſcorching heat of perſecution ; 
but they themſelves flee away in great perplexity, as 
much aſhamed and confounded. However, as His 
hope was full of immortality, he was only puniſh'd in 
the fight of men; for, no doubt, but he is numbred 
with the children of God, and his lot is among the 
aints, His juſt and pious memory ſhall be for ever 
bleſs'd; and no falſe witneſſes, no envious ſuggeſti- 
ons ſhall weaken the ſtrength and virtue of his cha- 
rater; no unreaſonable aſperſions of ill deſigning 
men ſhall be ſuffered in the leaſt to eclipſe the 
brightneſs of his illuſtrious deeds: but ſuch a be- 
coming vindication belongs more properly to the 


laſt conſideration, which I now purpoſe to inſiſt on, 
namely, 
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A. 


namely, To urge by many Motives our incumbent 
duty with reſpect to theſe premiſes. 

For ſure we will not be ſo. ungrateful to our 
forefathers, as not to remember their gracious King, 
their deareſt Friend, who rather than deliver up in- 
to the hands of ' cruel and unmerciful men their 
rights and privileges, rather than break down the 
walls and fences of the Church to introduce atheiſm 
and prophaneneſs, did ſurrender his precious life to 
barbarous ſpoilers. Which untimely loſs, as we, 
their poſterity, juſtly lament, ſo ler us gratefully 


commemorate the noble characters, the illuſtrious 


virtues that ſhined forth in our late martyr'd Sove- 


reign. His piety towards God was remarkable in 


ſeveral particulars; his juſtice, nay his almoſt ſer- 
vile condeſcenſion to his ſubjects was eminently diſ- 
played; and his temperance, his reſolute abſtinence 
from thoſe vices, which are too often careſſed, not 
only by thoſe of a ſuperior, bur alſo of an inferior 
rank, could not be denied, but was even applauded 
by his very enemies. Hence we obſerve this da 
moſt devoutly, as a ſolemn time of Ffaſting and hu- 
miliation, to deprecate many grievous calamiries, 
which may juſtly be inflicted on this ſinful Nation, 
to award the heavy ſentence of that blood which 
cries for vengeance; to condemn and reprove their 
ungodly practices, who cruelly mock and deride 
this ſad ſolemnity, and turn it into a joyful feſti- 
vity. | N 
n it calls rather for our deepeſt reſentments; 
it demands our utmoſt abhorrence of ſuch deteſta- 
ble principles, as, after a long train of miſery, drew 
on 
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on a civil war, which ended in that moſt accom- 
pliſh'd piece of inhumanity, which we this day are 
here aſſembled to lament and abhor; or rather, did 
not end there, but propagated many monſters in 
church and ſtate. We were greatly haraſſed and 
oppreſt, no leſs in temporal than in our ſpiritual con- 
cerns. Our houſes were plundered and laid waſte; 
our eſtates confiſcated, and all manner of ravages 
committed; And is this nothing ? God's glorious 
houſes of prayer were turned into ſhameful ſtables 
for beaſts; or indeed, for the ſervice of ſomewhar 
much worſe than beaſts; And is this nothing? What 
ſhall I ſay? Or, what can I ſay to equal the barba- 
rity, the inhumanity, the hypocriſy, as on this day 
committed? Thus great, and aſtoniſhing was our 
confuſion ; and irreparable might our loſs have been 
by this terrible blow, had not God's wonderful Pro- 
vidence graciouſly interpoſed in our extreme neceſſi- 
ty, had not He quencht the fury of this violent rage, 
had not He reſtrained and ſet bounds to this tempe- 
ſtuous ſea, to theſe overflowings of ungodlineſs. 
But He in his own appointed time brought light out 
of darkneſs ; He led captivity captive, and gave gifts, 
beſtowed upon us, and reſtored to his own undoubt- 

ed right our then gracious Sovereign King Charles the 
Second. Inconſideration of which mighty deliverance, 
and many others from time to time received, let us 
intreat the Divine power to ſupport our hearts under 
all preſſing emergencies; that we may follow the 
great example of this bleſſed Saint in faith and pa- 
tience; in devotion, and charity; in a ſtedfaſt ad- 
herence to the only eſtabliſht church of England in 
the hotteſt tryals and perſecutions; and, if occaſion 
| C2 le 
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be, reſiſt even unto blood, ſtriving againſt Popery, 
and other formidable enemies of the Proteſtant 
cauſe. In this critical juncture let us humbly beſeech 
God, the Fountain of all Perfection, to counſel our 
Counſellors, and to grant our Senators, now publick- 
ly aſſembled for the common good, a continuation 
of that moſt deſirable gift of wiſdom. Whether we 
be determined for peace or war, let every action ul- 
timately tend to the greater manifeſtation of the Di- 
vine glory, and that alone will uſher in an unmea- 
ſurable plenty of appendant bleſſings. Indeed we 
already enjoy many benefits, not only above our me- 
rits, but even beyond our moſt promiſing wiſhes 


and expectations. If the earneſt, but unjuſt, deſires 


of ſome few are fruſtrated and diſappointed; yet, 
we hope, the good will and pleaſure of Almighty 
God, by whom Kiugs reign, and Princes and magi- 
ſtrates decree juſtice, is abundantly fulfilled; and 
therefore we willingly rejoyce in the work of his 
own hands; we readily pay a dutiful ſubmiſſion in 
thought, word, and deed to our preſent gracious 
Sovereign King George; we do not entertain unjuſt 
ſurmiſes of his perſon or adminiſtration, leſt we be 
tempred to utter reproachful words with a lying 
tongue, and from thence proceed to reſiſt our law- 
ful King, and to take up unwarrantable arms againſt 
the Lord's anointed. Now, bleſſed be God, under 
the auſpicious reign of his Vicegerent, under the 
prudent conduct of a wiſe Parliament and Miniſtry, 
we enjoy a free exerciſe of our Holy Religion, and 
receive a confirmation of our civil rights and pro- 
perties. We are not tortured by a Popiſh Inquiſi- 
tion, nor plagued with an unchriſtian Committee of 

l Safety. 
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Safety. Such, and ſo great are our preſent advanta- 
ges, which yet may be rather increaſed and dimi- 
niſhed, if we be not wanting to ourſelves; if wedo 
not eclipſe theſe reſplendent beams of light and fa- 
vour by diſobedience and ingratitude; by groſs Sins, 
and palpable errors; by atheiſm, prophaneneſs, or 
immorality. 

Sure ſuch a clear knowledge of our great Maſter's 
will, as we enjoy under the glorious diſpenſation of 


the Goſpel, juſtly demands a conſcientious practice. 


The greater our light is, the more heavy will our 
condemnation be, if we continue in darkneſs and er- 
ror. As Almighty God, that moſt pure and perfect 
Being, cannot behold iniquity with pleaſure, or e- 
ven with approbation, but only with the utmoſt ab- 
horrence and averſion; ſo will He not endure it for 
ever without a controuling vengeance. A plentiful 
increaſe of national bleſſings will be continued on 
by our gratitude and obedience; but if we forſake 
God, He will alſo forſake us. If pernicious princi- 
ples and practices do not divert his gracious diſpen- 
ſations of mercy, our Holy Religion will be ſuffici- 
ently ſecured. If domeſtic factions do not weaken 
us, nor other crying fins and provocations incenſe 
the Divine diſpleaſure, we ſhall ſoon ſuppreſs all 
foreign invaſions, if wy bold attempt be made after 
ſuch repeated and unſucceſsful projects. 


They, who deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evil of dig- Jude 8. 


ities, do but lamely compliment His preſent Maje- 
ſty ; and weakly defend, or rather ſtrive to inter- 
rupt the happy Succeſſion in his illuſtrious Line. 
Are they? Can they poflibly be proper advocates 


and-patrons to adyance the honour and credit of the 
Britiſh 
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Britiſh Nation, who turn Religion into rebellion, 
and Faith into faction? Who are eagerly bent to 
raiſe falſe rumours, and ſow ſedition; to create 
groundleſs jealouſies, and propagate dangerous te- 
nets; who by ſly inſinuations, by odious characters, 
and unwarrantable compariſons, offer to invalidate 
and weaken the {ſtrength and efficacy of the wiſeſt 
and molt conſummate Adminiſtration. Such, as 
provides incomparable Laws for the due regulation 
of our behaviour in every capacity. Here (what- 
ever is ſuggeſted to the contrary) we feel no want, 
or ſcarcity. Here malice may ſafely ſtop her mouth, 
or open it to her own deſtruction. Here Envy may 
gratify itſelf in a reſtleſs, and yet unſucceſsful re- 
pining, or ſwell unmercifully to its own deſtruction. 
Here is neither room, or occaſion for change. E- 
very alteration muſt neceſſarily be for the worſe. 
 Hither may we apply the words of Moſes, that 
faichful Lawgiver, and conſtantly affirm, Deut. iv. 
6, 7. Surely this great nation is a wiſe and underſland- 
ing people. For what nation is there ſo great, who hath 
God ſo nigh unto them, and ſo devoutly, with ſuch 
pure and holy worſhip adored, as we? And what 
nation is there jo great, that hath commandments, 

and /tatutes, and judgments ſo righteous, as we? Keep 
therefore and do them, for this is not only an evident 
ſign and demonſtrable proof of your wiſdom and 
underſtanding, but will amply contribute to your 
preſent ſecurity, and to your future and everlaſting 
happineſs. Therefore, according to Solomon's very 
uſeful advice, Prov. xxiv. 21. My ſon, fear thou the 
Lord and the King : Fear the Lord with due reve- 
rence, 0 humbly obey the King, as God's Vice- 


1 gerent 


* Lord. Mayor, Jan. 30. 1733. I c 


gerent upon earth: and meddle not, be not concern- 
ed with them, that are perpetually given to change of 
government. For, as it follows in the next verſe, 
their calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth 
how ſoon the ruin of them both, the mover of rebel- 
lion, and his aſſociate, may be? God, by eſtabliſh- 
ing ſuch a gracious King on the throne, hath given 
us an undoubted earneſt of ſecuring to late poſteri- 
ty our Holy Religion, and excellent Laws. Such 
therefore, who endeavour to overturn and deſtro 
the preſent Succeſſion in his Royal Line, do, to the 
utmoſt of their power, root up the very foundati- 
ons of the pureſt and beſt reformed Church in the 
world. | | | | 

Let us now vigorouſly ſupport the honour and 
_ dignity of His Majeſty's Perſon and Government, 

and contribute our utmoſt endeavours in our reſpe- 
&tive ſtations to compoſe all animoſities. Let us be 
hearty friends to his friends, and ſore adverſaries to 
his adverſaries. Let no malicious deſign formed a- 
gainſt Him, His Royal Conſort, or their numerous 
Progeny, be encouraged: by our approbation, or 
even ſtifled by our neglect. But let us intreat the 
Almighty Being, the Supreme Judge of heaven and 
earth, that by fearing Him, and honouring our 
King, we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honeſty, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
To whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons, and but one God, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all honour, power, and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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